
26

WHAT'S ON

It’s your first time touring in Australia, how 
are you feeling about it? I think it's going to be 
great. I feel so lucky that the Melbourne Comedy 
Festival came to see my show and they thought 
that I was good enough to fly me over to the 
other side of the world and take me on the 
road. It just feels like such an achievement and 
an honour to be chosen. I'm just thrilled. I am a 
little bit scared of some of the Australian outback. 
Mainly because if there's a spider, I'm going to 
lose my mind. But I'm told I'll be fine, so that's my 
famous last words. I'll put that on my tombstone: 
“She was told she'll be fine.”

How do regional audiences differ from 
bigger cities? It changes from city to city in many 
respects, but when you rock up at smaller places 
where they might only get one comedy show a 
month, people really make an effort. I've often 
found that in regional places, those audiences have 
been fantastic because they come along thinking, 
'That comedy night… we're going to buy tickets, 
we're going to get a babysitter, we're going to 
have a real night out. I want to enjoy this. Let's 
have some fun.' I'm hopeful and excited that it will 
be the same in Australia.
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For nearly 20 years, the Melbourne 
International Comedy Festival Roadshow has 
toured regional centres across Australia and 
arrives in Wollongong this June. We caught 
up with British comedian Suzi Ruffell ahead 
of her show, to talk about touring Australia 
for the first time and finding the humour in 
having your heart broken.

Suzi Ruffell will perform as part of the 
Melbourne International Comedy Festival 
Roadhow 2018 at the Wollongong Town 
Hall on Friday 29 and Saturday 30 June
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You’ve toured with Alan Carr and The Last 

Leg’s Josh Widdicombe – what have been 
some of your touring highlights? Alan was a 
highlight, mainly because I was a fan of his before 
I started stand-up. His first DVD, Tooth Fairy, is 
flawless. It's hilarious from start to finish. I used to 
live in a share house with friends and we would 
watch it regularly. He was one of the people that 
inspired me to get into comedy and then I ended 
up being his tour support in Oslo in Norway. It 
was such a privilege – and he was just as lovely 
as you would hope he'd be. It's always been an 
absolute pleasure to go on tour. I've had so much 
fun certainly with Alan, Josh Widdicombe and 
Romesh [Ranganathan].

What inspired your latest show Keeping It 

Classy? Last year I had a bad break-up. We all 
get one that's like, "Oh good, I might not carry 
on living" – it was that one. Trying to keep classy 
during a break-up was the main thing. How, when 
you have your heart broken, do you manage 
to remain to be a good person? How do you 
not become catty and mean and horrible in the 
break-up? I still don't know! I had a month last 
year where just everything seemed to go wrong 
– and how do you continue to be a good person 

or keep your class, keep your cool, when it all 
goes wrong? The show is about how, on some 
occasions, I manage to do that, and some of  
them, less so.

What else in your life gives you the most 
material? My family give me a fair bit. I get lots 
from my mum and dad, my background and being 
from a big loving, working class family that are all 
sorts of rough diamonds. I think they're all quite 
funny. I get a lot of my material out of my own 
ups and downs and I'm never afraid to talk about 
anything on stage. I talk about having anxiety or 
how I felt when my nan passed away. I'm willing 
to be really open on stage because confessional 
comedy is what I love. Not all comics like telling 
the audience everything, but I do, it's cheaper 
than therapy! I always try and find the funny in 
most things. Humour is something that can link us 
when tragedy strikes and you’re having a rough 
time. People are heartened to hear someone 
who's confident enough to get up on stage and 
talk to a room full of people and say, “last year I 
had my heart broken and I didn't cope very well”, 
because it's reassuring. It’s the human experience 
of saying, “yes, I’ve been there too” – that's what I 
love about comedy. ¡


